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Wusong River Course Change and Ren Renfa’s Water Management in Song and Yuan
Dynasties, Based on the Establishment and Abandonment of Zhaopu Sluices and

Wunijing Sluices

Abstract: During reigns of Dade and Taiding of Yuan Dynasty,Ren Renfa built pairs of sluices on

Xinjing, Zhaopu, Panjiabang and Wunijing channels. Analyses on the abandonment process of Wunijing sluicg

and rules of stone sluice construction recorded in Shuili Ji ( Essays on Water Conservancy) demonstrate that these
sluices were not built on original river channels but rather on newly-excavated branches that flank original
channels and flooded original channels later. Dianshan and Changmao lakes exclusively drained through six
sluices after they were constructed. Watersheds west of Shanghaipu ( Huangpu) River and south of Wusong
River were relatively isolated. Having such a status requires sluices at Zhaopu and Panjiabang to be on branches
of the “parallel” Wusong Rivers (i.e. Wusong and Qiu rivers in Ming dynasty ). Building a sluice at Wunijing
is a consequence of the shift of Dianshan Lake’s drainage paths through Caogang, Eastern and Western Hengliu
and Wunijing channels into Shanghaipu ( Huangpu) River. This change reflects a temporary stage during the
evolving process from Wusong River watershed to Huangpu River watershed in the vicinity of eastern Lake Tai
during Song and Yuan dynasties.
Keywords: Zhidanyuan Site; Ren Renfa; Wusong River; Huangpu River; East Taihu Lake System
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